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The writer is deepfully grateful to the following authors: 


Barnes: "The History of Methodist Protestant Church in 
West Virginia 


Myers: "The History of West Virginia" 
Callahans: "History of West Virginia" 
Rev. W. H, Hart's Personal papers. 
Minutes of the "Old Georgetown Circuit", 


Hon. Harvey W. Harner for his inspiration, encouragement, 
and information. 


Dr. Henry R, High, district superintendent of Central 
District, through whose kind inspiration end encouragement 
led to the writing of this brief church history. 


And to those who have sent clippings and bits of information, 


French Seymour Smith 


To those who dared the wilderness, the weather and the 
Savage to plant in the virgin forest the Gospel so those 
who were to follow, generation after generation, could have 
it more abundantly, and to those who must always called 
legions" due to the facb that history failed to record 
them on its pages I dedicate this little booklet that it 
aight take note of now, what seems important--—the history of 
the first churches and its founders who now many are "known 
only to God" and to the ministers who have so ably ministered 
to and are still "carrying on" now regardless of creed and 
nationality. 


Methodism was in its infancy when it started south 
along the Monongahela in 178). ‘The new "society" had, only 
the year before, crossed the Allegheny Mountains to what is 
now known as Uniontown, Pennsylvania. As stated it was in the 
year 178 that the oldest Methodist circuit in America— 
the "Redstone Circuit" started south along the Monongahela 
River via Morgantown, Middletown (Fairmont), Clarksburg, 

Good Hope (Bethel), Jane Lew (West's Fort), Hacker's Creek 
Settlenent (Harmony), and to the Carper Settlement on the 
Buckhannon River, a distance of nearly 180 miles. In 1787 
this Circuit was divided into two charges namely, Ohio and 
Clarksburg circuits, and in 179) Rev. Henry Smith was sent by 
the IG.ddletown Circuit (Morgantown) to visit the several 
places where services were being held in private homes. He 
states in his papers entitled "The Recollection of an 
Itinerant" in 179) of visiting the homes of "Brother" Stortze, 
West's Fort and John Hacker's. 

Early in the 1800's the Middletown Circuit took in the 
counties of Monongalia and Marion and the Clarksburg Circuit 
embraced the counties of Harrison, Lewis, Upshur, Taylor and 
Braxton. Later this was known as the Hacker's Creek Circuit, 

At the Quarterly Conference held in Clarksburg on July 
12-13, 1788 with Bishop Francis Asbury presiding, Rev. 

Robert Cain and Richard Pearson were assigned as ministers 
to this charge. 


In the year 1810, the Monongalia Circuit covered 25,000 
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square miles, embracing the Counties of Monongalia, Marion, 
Harrison, Taylor, Lewis, Upshur, and Braxton. 

In 1825 Rev. ‘Thomas M. Hudson was appointed to Clarksburg 
and, it appears, that the cireuits of Harrison and Lewis 
had been formed some time before this date. At the meeting 
of the Monongalia District with Dr. George Brown presiding, 
the Elder in charge, Rev, Isaac Reynolds was assigned to the 
Harrison Circuit and Rev. William 5, Morgan to the Lewis 
charge. ‘The records of that meeting alse show the Clarksburg 
charge as having 81 members, Harrison had 886 and the Lewis 
Circuit had 383. 

The records of the "Old Hacker's Creck Circuit", in 
183, reported appointments at Gnattys Creek, Rooting Creek 
(Johnstown), Knicely Appointment (Rockford), in Harrison 
Countye Harmony, Berlin, Smith Run, Mt. Pleasant, Stone 
Goal, Mt. Gilead (Georgetown), Hall's Chapel (Vandalia), in 
Lewis County. Lorentz, Volga, and Pleasant View in Upshur 
County. Mt. Calvary (Peel Tree), oni Bik Chapel in Barbour 
County. Stone Run in Braxton Co.nty. Baileytown in Taylor 
County. ‘This was the Circuit that Rev. John Clark had and 
helped to organize while serving this charge from 1832=37. 

From the Redstone Circult to the Middletown (Fairmont) 
in 1787 and from there to the Clarksburg charge, later to 
the Hacker's Creek Circuit and divided into the Harrison, 
Lewis, Buckhannon, Georgetown, Weston Mission, Weston and 
finally the Weston East Circuit, mergering in 1939 to one 
denomination, united into one church where before three 
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had just existedfor one hundred years so today we are 
better prepared to make the world wrth living by building 
better churches and thereby making it easier to “bring the 
Message" from Sunday to Sunday. To the few who grace the 
sanctuaries from time to time as long as they still go 
into the House and "Terry a While" they need never fear 
the tomorrows. 

tfaith of our Fathers" has taught us to think and to 
act for ourselves, It has been this that made the "Holy 
Writ" free and accessible for all to find solace between 
its covers. 

As long as we know its precepts and follow its 
teachings we shell always be a free people. No harm from 
without can hurt uss it is whet way happen from within, 
This will destroy America and the world, 

And. so with these few introductory remarks it is a 
pleasure to try and bring up to date and priceless history 
of the early churches together with the dates of their organi- 
gations, charter members and some data on the early "circuit 
riders", especially of the "OLD HACKER'S CREEK CIRCUIT" from 
179k when visited by Rev. Henry Smith and later with the great 
organizer, Rev. John Clark, under whose pastorate the following 
churches were founded: Smith Run, Mt. Gilead, Mt. Pleasant, 
Bushs Mills, (Stone Coal), Hall's Chapel (Vendalia}, Johnstowm, 
Rockford, Stone Run, Mt. Calvary (Peel Tree), Baileytown, Elk 
Chapel, Lorentz, together with a brief sketch of the lives of 
Revs. John Mitchell and John Clark. 
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"BROTHER STORTZE" 


The first place that Rev. Henry Smith preached in what 
is now known as Lewis County , on his being assigned to this 
work on the Hacker's Creek Circuit, was at the home of Edward 
Stortze near now which is known as or near Jackeon'Mills. 

Reve Smith tells of an incident which took place during 
his preaching at the Stortze's home that leads one to make 
this ascertion. He relates in his "Recollection of an Iti- 
nerant" that "When I left Bennetts (Good Hope) I went 25 or 
30 miles up the Monongahela and preached at the house of 
Brother Stortze wd within a short distance from this house 
the Indians took a young woman prisoner, murdered and scalped 
here A messenger eame in and injudicially announced that her 
remains had been found and it threw the whole congregation 
into consternation. Here I saw the men coming to the mecting 
with rifles on their shoulders guarding their families and then 
setting their guns in the corner of the house until after 
meeting and returning in the same order", Alexander Scott 
Withers in his book entitled "Chronicles of Border War-fare" 
tells of the sane incident as follows: "On the 2lth of June 
179 six Indians attacked the home of John Runyan at the 
mouth of Freemans Creek (Jackson Mills) and took with them a 
daughter who was later found murdered and scalped", This 
corresponds with Rev. Smith's account of the incident and also 
the dates are the same and a family by the name of Stortze owneu 


a farm near the Jackson Mills. Stortze was a son-in-law of John 
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Hacker of main Hacker's Creek, Rev. Smith was on his way 
at time to the howe of Hacker's where services had been re= 
gular for some years and whete the new denomination was 
established in 13829 to be known as the "Methodist Protestant 
Church", the first in the Monongahela Valley and the New World. 
Thus from these few lines written nearly one hundred and 
sixty years ago we find that the settlers used their new 
homes for preaching services soon as they were builé in 
the virgin forest, 
Todey "Brother Stortze's Place" is nationally known 
as the “boyhood home" of General Thomas J. (Stonewall) 
Jackson, a descendent of these pioneers. 
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"WEST'S FORT 
Jane Lew 

In the early 1770's a fort was built by the Wests 
near the banks of the "Muddy" Hacker's Creek, It was built 
on a raise and back of the home owned by the late Burgett 
Hall within the city limits of what is now know as Jane Lews 

It has been told that Tecunseh, the famous Indian Chief, 
who caused so much trouble in this section hid about the 
fort on a Sunday in May, 1792 while services were being 
held and the next day crossed the hill to the home of John 
Waggoner on Jesse's Run and destroyed it by murdering and 
taking prisoners all but Mr. Waggoner, 

Again Rev. Henry Smith says "thet after leaving the 
Stortze home we went to Edward West's near Weston (no 
doubt this was in error and was meant for Jane Lew) where 
we had a society and preacher regularly. The house was 
enclosed by a strong and high pieces of timber set deep in 
the ground and close together, They had built a new house 
outside the enclosure and further stated that "I did not 
know that I had been in danger but the Indians having but 
a little while before been through the country and done mis- 
chief, and this being a frontier house, I did not feel my~ 
self secure in my exposed pesition". And.thus in these few 
priceless lines our carly heritage is handed down to us from 
the pen of a minister who dared the savages and the wilderness 
to visit and bring a message to the small "societies" that 
had been started in the forest by those who listesnad: to the 
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"ord" with one ear and for the murderous yell of the savage 
with the other and a rifle within easy reach in case some thing 
would happen, 

Some of the pioneers who heard the messages of Rev, 
Smith were noidoubt was John McWhorter, William Lowther, 
John Jackson and sons George and Edward who later settled at 
Jackson Millis, Willian and Jesse Hughes, noted Indian scouts 
and fighters and many others who must be forover remain um» 
known due to the fact that it was not considered important 
enough to hand down to posterity. 

Today two fine brick churches stand within sight of the 
“Old West Fort" that protected the fore-fathers from the 
savages while listening "to the Gospel" in the days of long 
age 

Many of the sons and daughters of this place have gone 

_out into the business world ani have made a great name for 


themselves, 


HARMONY 


What is now known as the Harmony Church had its be- 
ginning at the home of John Hacker, the first settler on what 
is now known as Hacker's Creek in 1769-70, whose cabin stood 
near the forks of the Bloody Run Road ani main Hacker's Creek. 
Today the ruins can be seen as you traverse the Berlin-Jane 
Lew road just a pile of stone "by the side of the road" on the 
farm of the late Willard Swisher where it was built in 1769-70, 

Rev. Henry Smith states in his Journal that "From West's 
we went to John Hacker's on Hacker's Creek, I believe he could 
read but not write and yet he was the magistrate and a patriach 
in the settlement, and gave name to the creek having lived 
here more than twenty years, He raised a large family and lost 
all but one by the Indians and one scalped and left for dead, 
and every year when the Indians were troublesome they were in 
danger. He was a man of good common sense and I think was 
honest and a good Christian and among the first that took in 
the Methodist preachers, His house had long been a preaching 
house and the preachers house and also a place of refuge in the 
time of danger". So this was the beginning one hundred and 
sixty years ago, however, no one will ever know how long before 
this that services were being held at this place but by he 
being a "good christian man" would lead one to believe that 
it had been the practice sinee coming to this creek in 1770 
as Rev. Smith says that "service had been held there regularly" 
would lead one to believe that it was started shortly after 
he came to this settlenent. 
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He visited the Hacker home in 179) and services were 
still being held there and elsewhere on ‘the creck until the 
first church was built in 1818-19, It was of logs and about 
forty feet wide and fifty feet long and possibly twelve or 
fifteen feet high, It had o gallery in the rear and on the 
two sides holding nearly one-half as many as the main floor. 

The windows were in the gable and on the sides near the pul- 
pite The structure stood on the hill in the southern end of 
the cemetery. 

Today the church is gone but a stone marker marks its 
site, but it would have been a shrine if it could have been 
left standing »s a relic of the "Old Time Religion", 

Among the charter members of this famous church can be 
found the name of John Hacker and faaily, John Waggoner and 
family, Rev. John ifitchell and family, Henry Bonnett, the 
first class leader, and fanily, Martha and Elizabeth Alkire, 
Mary Straley, Chritiana Wimer, James Bent and wife, Corn- 
elius Lister, James Straley, George Straley and wife and col- 
ored servant Zlaline, Thomas Simsand wife, George Sent and wife, 
David H, Smith and wife, Otho Means and wife, Isaac Means and wife, 
and Peter Waggoner, along time Indian captive, and wife. 

When the General Conference met in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
in May, 1828 the names of John Hacker, David H, Smith and Henry 
Bonnett all of Harmony are listed as representing the Hacker's 
Creek Cireuit. 

In October, 1829 Rev. John Mitche#l and David H, Smith 
organized a "society" at this church under the "Articles of the 


Association", which later wns known as the Methodist Protestant 
Church, the first of this denomination in the new world, This 
class had never been a Methodist Episcopal church, 

In 1880 & lot was purchased at the "foot of the hill't and 
a new church was built replacing the old one on the hill which 
had served thom for sixty-two years so faithfully. The new . 
one was dedicated on the 16th of. May, 1880 by Dr. Thomas H. 
lewis, President of the General Conference of tho Methodist 
Protestant churches and Dry Js Js Mason, President of the amual 
conference, preaching the sermon, Dr» D, G. Helmick was serving 
as pastor, 

In October, 1919 the church celebrated its one hundredth 
anniversary of the building of the old church while Rev. Josiah 
Payne was pestor of the Lewis Circuit of which the church was 
a part. ‘he speakers for this occasion were Judge J. CG. Me~ 
Whorter of Buckhannon, Dr. F, J, Benson, Editor of the! Methodist 
Protestant"of Pittsburgh, Dr, J, A. Selby, President of the annual 
conference and Hon, R. Add Hall, Editor of the Weston Indevendent, 

Rev. John Mitehell, who with David H, Smith founded the 
"society" together, was born in Ingland in 1763 and entered the 
ministry awhile after he came to America in 1800, He settled 
on Hacker's Oreck in 1805 and died there in 180, Many of his 
sons, grandsons, and great~grandsons have been actively engaged 
in the ministry and are still "carrying on" in honor of this 
great pioneer preacher, the first resident minister to settle 
in.now; that is known as Lewis County, 
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"aunt" Martha Alkire, a charter member of this class, married 
a Holswade and they moved to Roane County and helped organize 
a church of their "faith" at Dun near Spencer. 

Most of the charter members of the original log church 
"sleep" on the hill within the enclosure and close to the door~ 
way of that old structure, that they loved so well, After its 
standing as a place of worship for more than a half century and 
still guarding them, although no longer used for a place of 
worship, it was torn down and destroyed, for what reason no 
one will ever know, What could have been a more fitting mom 
ment for the forefathers than to have this chureh standing as 
a sentinel for the ‘ears to comp, guarding the little band who 
feared neithor the savage, the storms of the forest, to build 
a CHURCH that those who came after might enjoy the "fellowship 
together", 
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The second "society" to be organized was called "Forks of 
Hacker's Creek", ‘This was about two and one~half miles up the 
creek from the "Old Harmony Church" an@ @t the village that is 
now known as Berlin, this was in the spring of 1830, 

Who organized the class is not clear but it seems to lie 
between Rev. Cornelius Springer and Rev. John Mitchell, a resi- 
dent minister of the Hacker's Creek settlement. This would lead 
one to believe that Rev. Mitehell had something to do with the 
organization of the class, 

The charter members were John Starcher and wife, Henry 
Bonnett and wife, Alexander Morrison and wife, David Smith and 
wife, Peter Waggoner and wife, Jonathan Hacker and wife, Cath~ 
erine Allman, George Straicy and wife, Jane Boram, Matilda Hinz~ 
man, Catherine Law, Annie Waggoner, J, B. Waggoner and wife, Rev, 
Mark Hersman ami wife, Ara Batten, Samuel Hornor and wife, Elias 
Bonnett and wife, Lewis Bonnett ani wife, James R. Moore and wife, 
Rev. Henry R. Bonnett was also a charter member of the Harmony 
Class and also its first Class Leader. He moved his membership 
here when the class was organized due to the fact that 1t was 
closer to his home, He was a life-long resident of this community. 

The first church was built on a bluff overlooking the bridge 
that crosses Hacker's Creek on the Laurel Lick Road, It was built 
of logs and in 1850 a frame structure was erected in the village 
and was called "Hebron". Dr. George Re Nestor was pastor. The 
present church was built in 1900 while Rev, A, L. McKeever was 
pastor and the name was changed from "Hebrorf to Berlin to 


harmonize with the village that had been built up around the 
church, 

This class had given to the coumtiy some prominent min« 
isters in the persons of Revs, Hnry R Bonnett, Alexander 
Morrison, Mark Hersman, John Hacker, Joseph Flint, William 
Williams and Dr. U, W, Morrisons All have left their names on 
the church armmuals that time cannot erase, 

Rev, Henry R, Bonnett was a stalwart in this class and 
a prominent minister in the comunity and his son, Elies was 
licensed to exhort in 1570 and a granddaughter, Malissa was 
the first missionary to Japan from West Virginia Conferences 
She later married Rev, Rufus C,. Dean of the West Virginia 
Conference and they later moved to the Ohio Conference. Revs 
Mark Hersnan, another charter metibery moved to Hoane Comty in 
1852 and organiged a clase of his fatth ebout three miles above 
Spencer on Spring Creek known as Pleasant Hill, It was later 
Called Hebron, 

Dre U, We Morrison, the son of Rev. Alexander Morrison of 
this church, was admitted to the conference in 1988 ami ordained 
in 1890 to preach, After serving some of the large churches in 
the state was elected president of the conference in 1905 end 
again in 1906, Rev. John Smith also a charter member was also 
the first class leader and wos 4 preacher of some note, Another 
man, a layman, known as "Unele Georgéé Lawson was one of the 
leaders in this church for many years serving the church in 
wed capacity from the lowest office to the highest, He donated 
the lot for the present church. He was also one of the founders 
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of the tempcrence movement after coming to this community in 
180. 

This commmity scored the highest in the state in the 
comunity life program and only two or three years ago greatly 
improved the church by putting a basement under the church and 
greatly beauti fing the lew, Today this is the strongest class 
on the Lewis Cireuit, In the past they have had many able 


preachers of the Gosvel. 
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SMITH RUN 


To say who was the first to bring the Gospel message 
to this settlement, that had been eftablished in the late 
1790's is not mown, it lies buried with the forefathers, who 
Sleep on the hill near the church. 

It is traditional that Rev. John Mitchell of the Hacker's 
Creek settlement went through this section on his way to hold 
services at the Bush's Mills, now Gaston, and as this creek 
was settled permanently in 1805 it would be reasonable to be« 
lieve that he would stop on his way going or returning, 

The old class books show thet a class was organized here 
in 1832 by Rev. John Clark, then of the Hacker's Creek Circuit, 
this was the first of the ten classes he organized while on 
this charge from 1832-37. For many years services were held in 
private homes and later preaching was held in an old log school 
house that stood near the head of the rum, In 1852 Jacob and 
Jesse Smith donated a parcel of ground for a church "now being 
bulla". ‘This deed was made and admitted to record on the 26th 
day of June 1852 and the building was dedicated the same year, 
The first trustees were Leonidas Smith, John P, Peterson, and 
John Maxwell and the first class leader was Abraham Smith. The 
charter members, accoxing to the class book were George Smith 
and wife, Jacob Smith, Jesse Smith and wife and Abraham and 
Elizabeth Smith, 

In 1880 the class all but died out due to many of the 
charter members moving to Weston and where they later organized 
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a @lass that is known today as the Memorial Methodist Church. 
In 1882-3 this class was placed in a mission mown as the 
Weston Mission together with Stone Coal with the late Dr. 
Isase A. Barnes as pastor. This class, upon its reorganization 
was called Mt, Zion and had a membership of 2) members, It re~ 
mained in the Weston Mission for some years, Early in 1590 the 
conference sent Rev. Joseoh I. Vinecnt to this church and by the 
year 1893 it had taken on new life due to a number of families 
moving to the run namely Williaa Regor's, C. M, Gaiths, Andrew 
lamsford's and R, M. Norman's and in 1896 the church was moved 
down the hill and the door was placed on the north side and a 
new roof wes added ani it was dedicated in the autumn of that 
year by Dr. George Re Brown, president of the amual conference 
while Hev. J. I. Vincent was pastor. 

In 192 while Rev. Perry J, Null was pastor a basement was 
put under the building, new seats were added, replacing the old 
plank benches and new pulpit and furniture replaced the old 
and it was dedicated by Dr. A. Coleman Brown, district superin- 
tendent of the Weston East Circuit in the same year. 

On July 27th, 1952 the class celebrated its 120th anniver- 
sary and the 100th of the building of the church while Rev. W. 
Garnett Boggs was pastor. Dr. Henry 8. High, district superin- 
tendent of the central charge delivered the sermon on the subject 
"That which remains to be done", to a crowded house. 

This class was organised while a part of the Pittsburgh 
Conference and later it became a part of the West Virginia 
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Conference and on four circuits namely Hacker's Creeky Lewis, 
Georgetown and today on the Weston East. It was also on the 
Weston Mission, Its one hundred-twenty years of existance has 
had forty ministers and today of that mumber only ten are living. 

Two ministers wentvout from this class. One was Rev. John 
li. Hays, who preached his first sermon at this place, and later 
became a Baptist preacher ani was for many years stationed at 
Glenville where he died in 1942. ‘The other was Laco J. Lunsford 
who began preaching some years after he moved his membership fron 
this church to the Vincent Memorial Church at Nutterfort. Rev. 
lumsford is considered one of the greatest evangelist in the 
conference today’. 

Two other classes can rightfully call this church the "Mother 
Chureh", One is the Memorial Methodist in Weston and the other 
is the Roanoke Methodist at Roanoke. Former members of this 
church organized these classes, Weston in 1360-1 and Roanoke 
in 187k. 


i 
This class was organized under the name of Mt. Gilead in 
183) by Rov. John Clark of the Hacker's Greek Cireult, 

,The first services were held in a log school house that 
stood in the village Imown now as Georgetown, ‘The first church 
was built on the knoll overlooking the village, of logs in 
1835=6. It stood about t#o hundred yards below the cemetery 
that had been started a year or two before and later another 
church was built in front of the cemetery (the stone foundation 
can still be seen) and was dedicated as the it. Gilead Methodist 
Protestant Church, It was built of hewed logs and possibly 15 
feet wide and 50 fect long and high enough for a gallery although 
one was never built, The door was on the north side and the pulpit 
on the south side and it was built after the fashion of that day~ 
high and was only reached by a step or two. ‘The seats wore the 
old pioneer type, long plank supvorted by two legs at the ends, 
The church was heated by the means of an open fire built in a 
fire boxy so common in that day, later two old fashioned “bee 
gun" stoves were installed and the bullding was "lightened" up 
by a row of candles placed around the room, ‘Two copper candle-~ 
sticks furnished the light for the pulpit. Five or six windows 
furnished the light in the day time, using greased paper for 
panes instead of glass. 

The charter members were Anthony Spaur and wife, John 
Hardman ond wife, George I, Marsh and wife, Alexander Marsh 
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and wife, Jesse Le Peterson and wife, William, John and Isaac 
Mellemar and their wives, Philipp Linger and wife and David and 
William Wetzel and their wives. 

Robert H, Clark, who later became the first postmaster of 
Georgetowm, organized the first Sunday School in 189 ar 50. 
This was the first Sunday School on Skin Creek, He also served 
as the first superintendent. William H, Peterson, Jacob W. Hudson 
and son Commodore Perry also served as superintendents in the 
early life of the church. 

For some years the church was used as a school house and 
quite a number of the old time teachers taught school at this 
place. Among them were George I. Marsh, Albert Jewell, Hanson 
H. Peterson and Commodore Perry Hudson. 

Among the early preachers that preached at this place, 
the name of Rev. Daniel R. Helmick, a local resident, was out~ 
standing as a minister and he later served as the first presi-~- 
dent of the West Virginia Methodist Protestant Conference at 
Pruntytown in 1855 and again in 1860-61, Rev. Samuel Clawson , 
the "Billy Sunday", of that day held some great revivals at 
this place. Others were Revs. John Hardman, George I, Marsh, 

We Ae Warner, Le A. licNemar, George W. and Worthington Hudson, 
and Ee Je Wilson, Today quite a few of them sleep in the 
cemetery close to the church they helped to keep going. 

In 1856 the log church was razed and a frame building 
was erected on the present site of the church, It was dedicated 
by Dr. P. T. Laishley, president of the annual conference, while 


Rev. William UM. Betts was serving as pastor. 


After standing for seventy~one years as a faithful 
servant for the community, the buildingwxs torn down and a 
new atid modern church was erected in 1927. It was started 
under the pastorate of the late Rev. Samuel &, Burns and was 
finished and dedicated while Rev. Snoviden Brown was pastore 
The building committee was composed of John H,.and J. A. 
linger, Lloyd Harris and Cecil Clark and under the supervision 
of Lewis Stalnaker, a local carpenter. ‘This is one of the 
finer country churches in Lewis County. ‘hile the class at 
present is small it has in the past furnished its quota to 
the Kingdom, both in the ministery and laymen, 

Another native "son" from this class made good in his 
home church as well as eleewhere and that was Rev, Aaron Me 
Linger. 

Two or three of the "sons of Itt. Gilead" have served as 
presidents of the conferences, Aside from Rev. Helmick, al~ 
ready mentioned, Rev. E, J. Wilson served in 1893-9); and two 
laymen were elected secretaries of the conferences, ‘They were 
Hanson H. Peterson at Rockford in 1860 and Commodore P. Hudson 
at St. Marys in 1876. 

ir, Hudson later moved to Central Station in Doddéridge 
County and built.a church "of his faith" at that place, ‘This 
church was dedicated by his father-in-law, Rev. Isaac Holland 
while another ‘son of Mt. Gildad" was serving as pastor, Reve 
Ee J. Wilson. On his leaving that place in 1915 the church 
was abandoned and he offered the bell to the Georgetown Church 


if they would change the name of the church to Mt, Gilead. 
At the quarterly conference held at Louisa Jane in 1927 it 
was moved to change the name but due to complications the 
bell wasnever delivered, Several attempts have been made to 
obtain it, but where it is today remains a mystery. 


MT, PLEASANT 
(Jesse's Run) 

This is the third class to be organized in the county 
by Rev. Jobe Clark. This class was the weters of Jesse's Run 
named after Jesse Hughes, the noted Indian fighter. According 
to the records this class organized in 183) and reported to 
the quarterly conference in 1835 with the names of the following 
as charter members: Martin Post and wifey Richard Dodson and 
wife, Nelson Norman and wifey William Cookman and wife, Noah 
Lawrence and wife, Jacob Post and wife, Adam Cookman and wife, 
Hemry Wargoner and wife and "Dan", a negro belonging to him, 
John Ynicely and wife and John and Olive Coburn, 

The exact date of the building of the first church is not 
known but in 1867 the West Virginia amual conference met at 
this place and due to some difficulties adjourned and met the 
next day at Hebron, now Berling. 

This church is on the Lewis Circuit and is situated in 
one of the wealthier sections of the county and hhs added 
substantially to the churgh materially. 


BUSH'S MILLS 
(Stone Coal) 


Who was the first to bring the Gospel to the Stone Coal 
valley is not known and yet it has been handed down from gener~ 


ation to generation. Rev. John Mitchell of the Hacker's Gredke” 
Circuit tried to established Glass at Bush's Mills in 1623, 
This place is now known as Geston but due to some reason the 
class soon died oute 

The records show that a class was organized on the creek 
by Rev. John Clark in the year 183i. Services were held in 
private homes for some time with the following named persons 
listed as charker members: George and Celia Jackson, Jacob 
J. Jackson and wife, George Rohrbough and wife, Lewis Swisher 
and wife, William Rohrough and wife, Margaret Bush, Porter ll, 
Arnold and wife, Isaac Rohrbough and wife, Hlizabeth Curtis and 
Paul Mitchell. 

The first churchws built in 1839 but the location remains 
somewhat of a mystery, however it is thought that it stood 
across the road from the present one. ‘The log building stood 
for 20 years and in 185960 a new church building was started, 
in fact the present one. Due to the Civil War it stood without 
a rog until after the conflict and was finished in 1866-7, 

It was for many years a part of the "Old Georgetown Cir 
cuit" but in 1881-2 it , together with Smith ium and the Wes- 
ton Memorial, was placed in what was know as the Weston Mis- 
sion and Dr, I, A. Barnes was made pastor, He tells in his 
History of the Methodist Protestant Church in West Virginia 


of holding a revival at this place which he calls the 
"three-thirties meeting" as there were thirty converted, 
thirty joined the church, and the meeting lasted thirty days. 

In 1889 while Rev. Hamilton Young, assisted by Dr. A. Ge 
Blake, was holding a revival at this place a great number was 
converted and among them was e prominent citizen of the comu- 
nity, Elias Bush, who shortly after being converted and shaking 
hands with the people sat down on one of the benches and died. 
This resulted in a great many more joining the church. 

In 1891 this class was again placed on the Georgetown work 
and Rev, Josech I. Vincent came to the circuit as pastor. In 
1906 the church was remodeled and dedicated while Dr. George 
R. Brown was conference president. 

While Rev. G. Wayne Burwell was pastor (1919-52) the 
church was remodeled by placing a basement underneath and the 
lawas were beautified . Dr. Henry Re High, district superin~ 
tendent, delivered the sermon. 

Today this is the largest church in membership and is the 
wealthiest in the Weston East Circuit. From this class has gone 
out in the world some of the most earnest workers in the "kingdom", 
of any Class in the conference. 


HALL'S CHAPEL 
(Vandalia) 

This class had its beginning at the home of John Hardman, 
an early settler of this cowmmity, and was organized in 1835 
by Rev. John Clark, the great organizer of churches in Lewis 
and surrounding counties. 

The village was then known as "Austin" and is now known 
as Vandalia, 

At the time of its organization the charter members were 
listed as E. W. Chidester and wife, Nicholas linger and wife, 
Hannah Forinash, John D. Linger and wife, Noah Winemiller, 
and wife, William Bonnett and wife, J. Re Moore, David West 
and wife, and Aaron Peterson. 

For a number of yeers worship services were held in a 
log house that stood near the cemetery. In 1859 Rev. Dovid 
Hall, a merchant and a large land owner of the village, donated 
a lot for the building of a church and soon after the Civil War 
(1861-65) caused a division in the church. Some of them pledging 
allegiance with the union and some were in symoathy with the 
confedercy and as a result many of them left the church, Among 
them was Rev. Hall and femily. The class was all but broken up. 

After the war, to be exact 1867, Rev. Hall donated another 
lot and another church was built near the center of the village . 
He agein assumed leadership and as a result the village had 2 classes, 


The new church was dedicated in 1868 and services were 


held on the 31st of May of thet year with Dr. George Re 
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Nestor preaching the sermon and using the following text 
found in Psalms 8)):10; "For a day in thy courts is better 
than a thousand. I wuld rather be a doorkeeper in the house 
of my God than to dwell in the tents of the wickedness", 

On the 27th day of August, 1873 the annual conference 
met with this class at which time Rev. Oliver Lowther was 
elected as president of the conference and a "neighbor boy" 
was selected as secretary, in the person of Rev. E. J, Wilsons. 

When the three denominations united in 1939 it was planned 
to use only one of the churches using the one in the village 
but much dissatisfaction arose and for a time both of the 
churches were used talking Sunday about, 

In 192 this church was taken from the Georgetown Circuit 
and placed on the Roanoke charge. This church is situated in 
one of the finest farming sections to be found anywhere in the 
State of West Virginia and today is one of the strongest rural 
churches in the conference, 

Many splendid men and women have gone out into the world 
and have made a name for themselves, Mr. 0. J» Morrison, a 
- former member of this clasg had been actively associated with 
the Lewis County Couneil of Churches for nearly thirty years 
and served as president of the group for sixteen years, a 
record unexcelled in Lewis County. 


JOHNS TOW 


This church is located on Rooting Creek above lost Creek 
and was wae for a while as the "McPherson Appointment" due 
to so many persons living in the comunity by that name and 
later it was listed on the chureh record as the "Rooting Creek 
Society", 

Sometime later the name was changed to Johnstowm due to 
the fact that a number of men in the commmity by the name of 
"John" and among them was John Lewis, John McPherson, John 
Thrash and maybe others. 

The quarterly conference of 153 of the Hacker's Creck 
Circuit reported a "society" at this place. Revs, George B, 
McElroy, and John Stillian had preached here in the order 
named; however Rev. John Clark was preaching at this place 
in 183) when the class was organized, 

The first house of worship was built by the Methodist 
Protestant and the Methodist Episcopal denominations combined 
in 183) with the following named persons listed as charter 
members: John Lewis and wife, Jazes McPherson and family, 
John McPherson and wife and Jonathan Lewis and wife, 

The first church built by the Methodist Protestant 
denomination was completed in 1856 while Dre George R. Nestor 
was pastor, It was used until 188) when the present building 
was erected under the pastorate of Rev. A. L. McKeever and Rev. 
Benjamin B, Stout was conference president. 

This class has entertained two annual conferences, one in 
1887 at which time Dr. D. G, Helmick was chosen president and 
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Dr. Isase A, Barnes was elected secretary, Again in 1391 
when Rev. J, M. Conaway was elected president and Rev. Le. * 
MeNemar as secretary. This speaks well for an urban to hold 
the annual conference on two occasions, Mob many of the city 
churches can boast of this record. 

Many good and great men and women came out into the busi- 
ness from this comunity and church. In the business world 
Porter Maxwell is one of the outstanding farmers and a breeder 
of thorough bred Herford Cattle and also a friend of the church. 
The other one was the late Prof, U. I. Jenkins, one time 
teacher at the West Virginia Wesleyan College at Buckhannon 
and later tried to organize a Methodist Protestant-United 
Brethern College at Ravenswood on the Ohio River. For two 
years he served as field secretary for the State Christian 
Endeavor of West Virginia, 


ROCKFORD 


This class was known for a time as the "Knicely Appointment" 
and was also mentdoned in the conference minutes as the "Swisher 
Appointmat", It was organized about 1835-36 but the records 
failed to show who was pastor at that time. Rev. John Clark 
wes on the circuit at that time and one would be safe in naming 
its organiser. 

The first log church was built in 1636 and after standing 
for 19 years it was replaced by a frame building in 1855 costing 
$600.00 te build. It was dedicated by Dr. George R. Nestor 
the same year. | 

No records are available as to who were the first members 
of this church, It would be safe to say that it consisted of 
the Swishers, Stouts, Talbotts, Sheets, Knicelys, Bonds, Allnans, 
and the Cooknans. 

In 1871 the annual conference met with this class and Dr. 
George R. Nestor was elected president and Rev. M. Le Barnette 
was selected as secretary, and again in 1876 at which time Dr. 

Jd. Jd. Mason was selected as president and Comuodore Perry Hud- 
son, & layman, was elected secretary, the second time that a 
laymm had been selected for that position in the history of the 
Methodist Protestant Conference of West Virginia. 

Rev, Joseph I. Vincent was on this charge wien he was called 
to the church at Smith Run and the next was sent by the con- 
ference to the Georgetown Cireuit where he spent nine years as 
a pastor. He was a preacher of the "old school" serving several 
of the churches in the conference. He was a great organizer and 
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one of the greatest money raisers of them all. After serving 
as conference evangelist he was elected as president of the 

amnual conference in 1909 and again in 1910. He lies buried 

in the churchyard at this Church. 


STONS RUN 


This is believed to be the class referred to in the con- 
ference as the church "in the Flatwoods section" which was 
apart of the Hacker's Creek Circuit until 183). 

Rev. John Clark preached at the home of Elijah Squires 
home on a branch of Salt Lick in Braxton County in 1833 and 
later organized a class at this place. 

the charter members were Elijah Squires and wife, Samuel 
Knicely and wife, Elizabeth Maxwell, Felix Hutehinson and wife, 
and Hedding Squires. This class worshiped at the home of if, 
Squires for some time and later used the log school house un~ 
til the year 1858 when a church was built while Rev. 5. R. 
Welsh was pastors 

In the year 1578 one of the greatest revivals ever held 
in this section was held in this church while Rev. David Batten 
was the pastor on that charge. This was his first work as a 
minister after he was admitted to preaches 

After standing for fifty years the old log church was torn 
down and much of the material was used in the new building, 

It was dedicated on the first Sunday in August, 1908 while 
Rev. E. A. Nicholson was pastor. He was assisted by Rev. 
Jesse R. Jones of the Methodist Episcopal and Rev. H. M, Strader. 

This church was the nucleus for many other churehes that 
were soon after organized in that county, around the twm of 
the century, and today the church population of Braxton County 
has more than doublede 


BAILEY TOWN 
(Simpson Creek) 

This class was organized in 1837 in what was known as 
the "Bailey Settlenent" on Simpson Creek in Taylor County. 

It was represented at the meeting of the quarterly con- 
ference of the Hacker's Creek Circuit, of which it was a part, 
vy John Allen, George and John Bailey. In 1838 they were 
appointed to purchase a suitable lot and secure a good title 
for which to build a meeting house, At the next quarterly 
conferonce in 1839 they reported that they Wad>complied with 
their-wish by buying a lot of Elijah Powell and the records 
further show that a building made of logs was erected in 1810, 

On the class books they show the following named persons 
as being charter members: George Bailey and wife, John, Thomas, 
Dallas and Silas Bailey and families and Rev. Benjaain Bailey, 
{one can see readily how the church got its name) John and Sarah 
Shields, James Shields and wife, Elijah Powell and wife, Rev. 
John J, Allen, Daniel Shields and Tillberry MeKee and wife. 

In 186 the log building was torn down, after standing 
for more than twenty years, and a frame building was erected 
while Rev. A. L. HeKeever was pastor. It was dedicated br Dr. 
F. T. Tages President of the General Conference, preaching the 
sermon, 

A new and modern building was built while Dr. M. D. Helmick 
was president of the annual conference, 
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Dre Jaxes Ehwod Dailey, a former member of this 
church and a son of one of the charter memb re of thie class, 
Silas Dailey distinguished himself as a minister in the Ohio 
Dire Ie Ae Bavnes cml Rev, David Batten held saae great 
revivals here in the yam 108), at which tine aany new members 
were added to the church roles. 


MT. CALVARY 
(Peel Tree) 

The first church to be organized in Barbour Coumty was 
at Peel Tree and no doubt it was by Rev. John Clark as it 
was reported at the quarterly conference of the Hacker's 
Creek Circuit in 183h. 

The charter members of this class were James Coburn and 
faaily, Jonathan Coburn and family, William Bean and family, 
Moses Arnold, Johnsony Jesse, ard Stephen Arnold and their 
families. 

Services were held for some time in private homes,for 
a when’ house was used for a church and for school 
purposes and in 1859 the present church was built. The 
lumber was all hewed and hand dressed. It had a partition 
built through the center of the pews dividing the seats into 
two sections. It was the custom in those days that men and 
women sit separate and epart in the church. 

In the year 1880 the annual. conference was held at this 
church and it elected Revs ( Ws Barrett as president and Rev. 
3. B, Stout as secretary. 

In this church “in the days of long ago" some of the 
greatest revivals were held by Rev, John Stillian and the 
great evangelist, Rev. Samuel Clawson. 

From this commmity and church have comeceéméeef the 
great and grand people both in the business and J-‘;r-ituel 
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world, Melville Davison Post, the great writer of mystery 
stories, was born and reared near this places 


RIK CHAPEL 


The first records of this class show that tev. John 
Clark received Willian Douglas into meabership in 1832. 
This would indicate that Rev. Clark had organized the class 
at this place about this time. ‘the charter members were 
listed as: E21 Divers and family, Davis Dilworth and family, 
WAjlian Bonsin and family, Mathias Benson and family and Peter 
Overfield, who donated the lot upon which the first church was 
built. It was deeded to the Methodist Church on August 13, 
1882 and this building, after standing for twenty-seven years, 
was replaced by a more modern building in 1869 on anoth r lot 
purchased close to the old church. It was dedicated by Dr. 
George Re Nestor, Conference on the 12th day of Sentembers 
1869 while Reve George Ie Marsh was serving as pastors 

In the year 1836 at a camp meeting near this church 
located on “ynold's Run some of the great old time preachers 
held some "never forgotten" revivals. They were Dre Pe tT. 
laishley, Dr. George R. Brovm, Rev. Samuel Clawson and, 
No doubt, Rev. John Clark. 

This church was later placed in the Harrison Cireuit and 
is now in the Phillipoi chargce 


LORENTZ 


This class was fourmled in the home of Jacob lorentz, 
an early settler and also ga large land owner, as well as, 
a merchant in the village which, today, bears his name, 
iertentinn 

The class was organized by Reve John Clark in 1835 
and was added to the Hacker's Creck Cireult at the quarterly 
conference on March 6, 1836, It was knowm then as the 
lorent, Store Appointment due, no doubt, to the fact that 
the services were held in the store building. 

lr. lorants built a church near his home and at the 
quarterly conference of the Hacker's Creek Circuit on 
April 1, 1836 he presented the lot and building to the 
circuit, which was accenteds 

The charger menbers were at that time listed as: 
Jacob Lorentz, and family, George Lorentz and family, 
Thomas Kidd and wife, John % Hodges and wife, Peter, Naney, 
and Bli_abeth Cutright, David Casto, Phoebe Betts, Adelia 
Queeny Rebecca, Margaret and Valntine Lorentz, Rev, Jermiah 
le Simpson of the Pittsburgh Conference wes an early member 
of this class and also the late Dr. Clarence Ie Queene 

In 1915~16 while Rev. Ira Le Jackson was pastor the 

present church was built and was dedicated by Dr. Je Je 
Phillips, president of the annual conferences 


This church is situated in one of the most beautiful 
spots in the Buckhannon section. It stands today overlocking 
the little village that has cherished and preserved it and the 
things it stands for, for one hundred and two years, 


PLEASANT VIEW 


This is one of the older classes in Upshur County, It 
Was organised in 1835 as a part of the Hacker's Creek Circuit 
by Rev. John Clarke 

The records show that this class was founded in a log 
church building so there must have been a "society" at this 
place for some time before that date. Th: records further 
show that the charter members were listed as: John Hodges 
and femily, Henry Rohr and wife, Mathias Kidd and wife, lirs. 
James R. Givens, Luther HM. Arnold, David Queen, Johnson 
fanold and Elam Carder and family. 

The old log building was torn down in 1875 and a frane 
structure was erected on the same lot and it was dedicated 
under the pastorage of licv. Oliver Lowbthir, by br. George 2. 
Nestor, conference president on the 10th day of October, 1875, 
He used as a te®®, Psalms 5:73 "But as fel tang I will come into 
thy house in the multitude of they merey and in thy fear will 
I worship toward thy holg teaple". He was also assisted by 
Reve Me Le Barnette and Rev. Eli Westfall. 

This church is located off of State Route 20 on the Buck- 
hannon-Clarksburg road near the head of Pecks Runs After 
standing for more than seventy-five years it has been recently 
replaced by a modern and uptodege structure of brick and the 
grounds about the church have been greatly beautified. 
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Miss Olive I, Hodges, a member of this church served as 
a missionary to Japen. che was the daughter of James F, 
Hodges, a charter member of this class, Another who served 
with distinction in the ministery was Rev. Warren H. Hodges. 
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PERI? Ipyionrst 
(ieston) 


History has failed to velate who wus the first to 
being the Jossel inte what de now known as Yeeton but 16 
ig believed to luwe been com thas in the early 1000's for 
iui the "Papers of Rovy Reger” it ie stated that in 10M, 
witlle fev. Christopher Troy wae a presiding Elder of the 
Vergeantown District he assigned fev, John Weet and Reve 
of Tarrleony Lewis and Upshure mong the places that thay 
Preached was imows af "Peterson" (Weston) so a society or a 
class must have boon formmd ab this pace befure that time. 

The recerde do show that dn 1050 Rev, John Tilbott cane 
to Weston and upon ostebiiching a how he organised a clase 
a the home of Midac Picher om lnin Street, In the buliding 
now used by the Weston Independent was where the class was 
hOlde Ina short time tho class grew and they moved to the 
gourt house so ac to acconmdets the proplds 

Im the year 1332 the cless was added to the lewis Cipeult 
and Reve Jonsthan Holt served os assistant pastors 

for the nerd ton yoore it grow and ot the quarterly com 
fer-nes in 1840 a sowslttee wie naned to forum late plans te 
bulld a church, ‘ile coomitties wos composod of Elijah Flesher, 
Daniel Taney and Matthew fbolt, This contract so stated that 
2% wes to be of brick and to be couwleted on or before the firet 
day of Novesibery 1013, 
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the baliding cowrliico was also maaed onl on this 
committee wos mawd Jonedtl, Campy Matthow Holt, David Hall, 
and Jom Talbott, The structure wee to be thirtyeaix fect 
wide amd forty~eix fect longs and as was stated be of bylcite 
1% was cospleted in the epring of Willw 

At the general conferce da 181); the question of slavery 
@aused a dividion within th: church and as a result another branch 
of the Mothedist Chuxch was foracd, known as the Methodist 
Uplecosal Gouth, and they bullt a bubliding on the lot now 
owned by Attommy Linn Mapel, Bramwn on Centar Strvet in 1847s 
By the year 1000 1¢ hed all but dled out in Restor, 1% was 

A Suda School was sturted here in 1646 with an emrell~ 
nent of 51 scholurts 
im 1552 end 16 related that 4% woe on occasion long to be reaobored, 

ADter stamling for Undirtg yours the budlddag was torn cuwn 
and & new one wae erceted and was dedicated om April lz, 107k 
axd ag there wie no other church building in Gosten it was used by 
various other denouinetions for many years, in feet witdl the 
Methodist Protectant Church wae built in 1Bdle5, 

the present bollding was built in 190k and wae dedicsted in 
1905 ond it cost 19,000.00 to build, In vecent years 1% 
beam modertileed by bulliding additional Sunday Gobool o.:! vecroutlonal 
yous costing nearly [100,000,00 «nd in the post uw years 16 has 
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built an attractive pareonege. ‘This work wer started and Tine 
ished under the present yastor, Reve Uy By “ling 

The early pastors of tin cluwh wore 8ev,s, John Talbott, 
‘Thoass Williams, By ®, Sedetek, Thomas Saker, Joseph ituy, David Crosey 
We De Be Lautk, Gabel Foster, tiooos Tichnelly Gideon Harting %. Ce Pe 
Handiton, Franklin Dellagsy dance ly Clarky Jy Se Pattorsony 
Jonathan Holty Sy Re Dawnony Samuel Steele, T, li, liooray Ae Je lyday Je 
Harts He Ce Sumbford, J. %. Bolton and A, 1, Hohrboughs 

One bishop and maybe more, at one time or another heve 
been nesbere of this church or closely associated with it 
through reletionssiip » ‘the one referred to is Mshop John 
WE22des losiitony, the oon of @ forucr winietory We Ce Pe 
Naniltoms, Bighop Hexllton was for uany yours editor of the 
*““bteburgh Cheietien Advoeste" end also author of many popular 
books. Among thes are "Menerial of Jason Leey" “he Old Ela", 
"lives of the Methadist Bighons", and "Gordon Batelie", Another 
one that is closely comected with this clase throwh relatdees 
te Sichop Gdwin Holt Hughes, lle is closely related to the Holt 
ferdiy of this cormmunt ts 

Gne could not overlook another layman of this church » a 
long ani outytending meaber, John Adee Barn 8, who served ap 
Guatay Sehool Superintendent fron 187 to lYL6, forty+teo years, 
and was one of the Qustecs of the West Virginie Geslaran College 
for fortg~olght years (1006-193)) aml also one of the Loumlerte 
He was ono of the organisers of thw Lewis County Sunday Sohool 
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Agsotis Slot, now known an the Lewle Gouwsty Gounmmil of Churches, 
and served as ite first secretary, 

Totes thie church hes the lergest monbership of any of 
the Protestant ohurches in the city of Weston, Lf not in the 
Central District, of which it is e parts 


VOLGA 


History is not too clear as to the exset date that the 
first religious services were held in the little village now 
know as "Volga", but putting information together, one is 
lead to believe that 1t was some time in the year 1751. 

According te records the first preaching services was 
held in the home of John Reed and the minister was Rev. Willian 
Phoebus, as he wos the "Gireult Rider" in this oart of the state 
in the later 1770's. 

in the year 1800 Rev. Shadveck Tapoan of the Baltimore, 
Maryland Conference held services in the home of Abram Caroors 
in 1810 a society was organized at the Carper home and the 
charter membors are listed as being Jolm Regor and wife, Joseph 
Carper and wife, Abrom Carper and wife, Anthony Robrboughy John 
Strader, Henry Reger, George Bushy John lall and wife, Catherine 
and Honey Bonnett. 

Some years later Hevs, John Wilson and E, Phelps were sent 
by the Redstone Circuit to this work which was at that time a 
part of the Old Hacker's Creek Circuit. ‘This circuit was composed 
of all the churches south of Clarksburg. In 1832 the great organi- 
zer of Methodist churches, Rev, John Clark was sent to this class. 
ile served the Hacker's Creek Cireuit which extended from lost Creek 
in Harrison County, four churches in Lewis, two in Upshur, One in 
Braxton and one in Taylor Cowmty. 


In recent years a very beautiful church has been erected 
in this beautiful little village of Volga situated a short 
plees from the Buckhannon Miver and teday is a part of the 
Buckhennon District. 

From this little commmnity some of the great mon have come 
into the business and religious world, 
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Bent of that comaumity and she became the mother of two 
outstanding ministers in the Methodist Boiscopal Gonforencey 
George W, and P, L, Bent. Also, a great great grandson, 
Benjamin M. Mitchell became 2 minister of great prominence in 
the West Virginia Methodist Protestant Conference and after 
serving some of the larger churches in the state was elected 
president of that conference three time, 192l-25 and 1926, 

Kt the generel conference he lacked only one vote of 
being lected a bishop in the Methodist Mpiscopal Church. 

In 1829 he, ctegethor with David Smith also of their 
home church, Marxony organized what wes lator to be known as 
the Methodist Protestant Church when they signed the"Articles 
of the Association", 

Om a hill overlooking the mouth of Jesse's mun and near 
his old home Rev. John Mitchell sleeps ani on the mayble tombs~ 
tone the following inscription may be read: 

Rev. John Witcheil 
Born in Mngland in 1763, bound to sea as 
& sailor, Went te the West Indias and te 
America 1775, Come to America in 1776, 
settling on Hacker's Creek 1805. Freached 
the Gospel LO years and died April 29, 18)0. 

Until three or four years ago the grave of this pioneer was 
near out in the open but a small plot of ground was purchased by 
his descendents and the greve has been greatly iaproveds 

"Yiell done thou good and faithful servant, enter into the 
joy of thy salvation." 


Reverend John Clark 


From the Gospel. recorded in the first Chapter of Jom 
and the sixth verse could be used as a text for this sketch 
which reads as follows: "There was a man sent from God whose 
name was John" as thus it may be of Rev. John Clark, minister 
to the "Old Hacker's Creek Circuit" from 1832 to 1837. 

Rev. Clark was born in Rockingham County, Virginia in the 
early 1700's and early in life he became a minister in the 
Methodist Episcopal Church and on his coming to Western Virginia 
now known as West Virginia in 1831 or 32, he being in sympathy with 
the newly organized Methodist Protestant Church joined innediately 
and the same year was sent by the Middletow (Morgantown) Circuit 
to the Hacker8s Creek Circuit, ‘This was the charge south of 
Clarksburg taking in a part of Harrison County, all of Lewis, 
Upshur, Braxton and Taylor Counties. 

Aside from the churches of his circuit which consisted of 
six or seven churches he organized the following named classes 
while on the charges Smith Run in 1632, Stone Coal in 183h, 
Georgetown in 183l, Halis Chapel at Vandalia in 1835, iit. 

Olivet in 1835, Pleasant View in 1836, Elk Chapel in 1832, Stone 
Run in 1834, Lorente in 1835, and Mt. Pleasant in 183), ond maybe 
others that the records failed to make note of but let this be as 
it may this can be said that he was the greatest organizer of 
churehes in his time. 
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Rev, Clark was a splendid speaker, able preacher, a grand 
debater amt a wonderful singer, He served in three conferences, 
Ohie, Pittsburgh and Vest Virginia and was elected president of 
the Yost Virginia Methodist Protestant Conference in 1863 and 
again in 1867. 

A&% the annual conference held in Grafton in 1867 his name 
was ordered withdraw from the roll but the next day this order 
was recinded, No explenation was ever made of this incident. 

Ab the time of his death in 187) he was the oldest minister 
in the point of service as well as the oldest in yearse 

He died on Christmas evey 187) end wes buried at Pruntytvon 
in Taylor County, Vest Virginias 

In closing this narrative of this illustrious life what 
would be more acpropriate than the seventh verse of the first 
chapter of John which reads as follows: “The seme came for a 
witness to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him 
might believe", 

The harvest was ripe and the laborers wore few but he 
harvested what he could and from his labors many wore in this 
and other countics in central West Virginia can be found teday 
“working in the vineyard of le lord" due to tic untiring efforts 
of Reverend Jolm Clarke 


